
Details Analysis 

 

Read the following excerpt from Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried:  

 

They carried their own lives. The pressures were enormous. In the heat of early afternoon, they 

would remove their helmets and flak jackets, walking bare, which was dangerous but which 

helped ease the strain. They would often discard things along the route of march. Purely for 

comfort, they would throw away rations, blow their Claymores and grenades, no matter, because 

by nightfall the resupply choppers would arrive with more of the same, then a day or two later 

still more, fresh watermelons and crates of ammunition and sunglasses and woolen sweaters—

the resources were stunning—sparklers for the Fourth of July, colored eggs for Easter—it was 

the great American war chest—the fruits of science, the smokestacks, the canneries, the arsenals 

at Hartford, the Minnesota forests, the machine shops, the vast fields of corn and wheat— they 

carried like freight trains; they carried it on their backs and shoulders—and for all the 

ambiguities of Vietnam, all the mysteries and unknowns, there was at least the single abiding 

certainty that they would never be at a loss for things to carry. 

 

1. What is the main idea of the passage?  

2. List details that indicate the main idea. Make sure to put quotes around these words as 

they are not your words.  

3. Write an analysis based on the following prompt: Analyze how Tim O’Brien uses details 

to show his attitude as well as the civilian and government’s attitudes about war.  

 

 


